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The complex potentials governing the elastic equilibrium of a finite circular disc, elliptically
perforated at its center, are obtained using Muskhelishvili’s formulation. The disc is subjected
to non-uniform distribution of pressure along two symmetric finite arcs of its periphery. Given
the complex potentials, the stress- and displacement-fields can be determined everywhere on the
disc by introducing a novel flexible interpretation of the conformal mapping, suitably adjusted
to the computational process. The results of this procedure are given for various strategic loci
and are critically discussed. The length of the loaded arc is considered similar to that obtained
from the solution of the intact disc-circular jaw elastic contact problem assuming that the disc
is compressed between the steel jaws of the device suggested by the International Society for
Rock Mechanics for the implementation of the Brazilian-disc test. Concerning the distribution
of the externally induced pressure along the loaded arcs, it is proven that for the general
asymmetric configuration (i.e. the axes of the elliptical hole are neither parallel nor normal to
the loading axis) the induced asymmetric displacement field does not permit maintenance of
equilibrium of the disc as a whole in case the disc is considered exclusively under a distribution
of radial pressure: Additional tractions must be exerted along the loaded arcs, obviously in
the form of frictional stresses. Besides, providing full-field, analytic expressions for stresses
and displacements, the main advantage of the present solution is that, by properly choosing
the ratio of the ellipse’s semi-axes, the solution of three additional configurations, of major
importance in engineering praxis, are obtained: These of the intact disc, the circular ring and
the cracked disc.

Key words: circular disc, ring, complex potentials, stress field, displacement field, fracture
toughness, cracked Brazilian-disc test.

1. INTRODUCTION

The configuration of a circular disc of radius Rp and thickness w, either
intact or centrally cracked, subjected to radial compressive loading along two
finite arcs (symmetric with respect to the disc’s center) of its periphery, is very
familiar among scientists working experimentally for the indirect determination



132 CH.F. MARKIDES, S.K. KOURKOULIS

of the tensile strength (intact disc) and the fracture toughness (cracked disc) of
brittle geomaterials. Although both tests are long ago standardized [1-3], quite
a few issues are still to be confronted, especially for the case of the cracked
configuration [4, 5]. These issues are mainly related to the lack of convinc-
ing closed-form solutions for the corresponding stress- and displacement-fields,
which is in turn responsible for the adoption of approximate (and quite often
erroneous) formulae for the respective Stress Intensity Factors (SIFs).

It is to be accepted from the very beginning that the specific problem, i.e.
to obtain accurate closed formulae for stresses and displacements for a cracked
body of finite dimensions, is very complicated, even in its simplest form, i.e. for
discs made of elastic, homogenous and fully isotropic materials. The accurate
simulation of the actual boundary conditions (distribution of radial pressure,
length of the loaded arcs) [6], the mutual contact of the crack lips (for specific
crack inclinations with respect to the loading axis) [7-9] and the rotation of the
crack axis during loading [9-11] are perhaps the main reasons for the difficulties
encountered when one is seeking for a reliable general solution of the problem.

Existing solutions are restricted to discs with a central mathematical crack
(an ideal cut of zero distance between its lips) of length 2, loaded by a pair
of forces P linearly distributed along two generatrices of the disc (symmetric
with respect to the disc’s center) (Fig. 1a). The pioneering work of ATKINSON
et al. [12] is perhaps the most representative and widely adopted approach of
this class. Recently, the problem was re-solved by considering a finite circular
disc with a relatively “short” central crack of mathematical nature assuming
that the external force P/w is uniformly distributed (Fig. 1b) along two arcs
of finite length equal to 2w,Ro [13]. In other words, the disc was assumed to
be loaded by uniform radial pressure o, = P/(2Row,w). It was shown that as
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F1a. 1. The circular disc under point forces (a) and uniform radial pressure (b).
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long as the length of the crack does not exceed one fourth of the disc’s radius,
the solution obtained was very close to that proposed by ATKINSON et al. [12]
for point forces. In both cases, however, it was clearly indicated that for crack
inclinations (with respect to the loading axis) exceeding a certain limit (around
30°) the crack lips are coming into mutual contact rendering the formulae for
stresses and displacements erroneous [12, 13].

In an effort to overcome the as above mentioned complexities, an alternative
approach is here proposed by considering a finite circular disc with a central
elliptical cut instead of either a mathematical crack [12, 13] or of a rectangular
slit (a cut of constant distance between its lips) [14]. In addition, instead of
adopting either uniform pressure [13] or point forces [12], a more realistic loading
scheme is adopted. This scheme is based on the parabolic distribution of radial
pressure obtained from the solution of the respective contact problem for the
intact disc [15]. As long as the solution is obtained for an arbitrary elliptical
hole, it is then straightforward to arrive to the solution of a cracked disc (by
letting the minor semi-axis of the ellipse approach zero), or to the solution of a
circular ring (by letting the minor semi-axis of the ellipse approach the major
one) or even to the solution of the intact disc (by assuming that the lengths of
the semi-axes tend to zero). In this way, the whole range of configurations (i.e.
from the solid disc to the circular ring and to the cracked disc) is covered.

In the present study attention is paid to the solution of the mathematical
problem (and the procedure followed to arrive at analytic expressions for the
stresses and displacements) as well as to the way the respective formulae are to
be applied (in conjunction with an alternative interpretation of the conformal
mapping) rather than to the practical aspects and applications of the formula
obtained.

The solution for the elliptically perforated disc is considered in juxtaposition
to the ones for the circular ring and the intact disc and interesting comparative
conclusions are drawn concerning the respective stress fields. Moreover, interest-
ing conclusions are drawn concerning the role of the boundary conditions and
especially for the kind of the distribution of the external loading. Interestingly
enough, it is shown that the equilibrium of the elliptically perforated disc cannot
be ensured (assuming that the crack is neither normal nor parallel to the loading
axis) by considering exclusively radial pressure along the loaded rims (as in the
case of the intact disc or the ring): Additional tractions (perhaps in the form of
shear/friction stresses) are required along the loaded arcs of the disc’s periphery.

In addition, the deformed shape of the disc and the elliptic cut is thoroughly
studied indicating that the axis of the ellipse is deformed obtaining a ‘sigmoid’
shape while on the other hand its lips are coming to partial contact either close
to their tips or at their central region, depending on both the ratio of the semi-
axes and the magnitude of the load.
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2. THEORETICAL PRELIMINARIES

2.1. Formulation of the mathematical problem

An elliptically perforated disc of radius Rp and thickness w is squeezed by
a force Prame between the curved jaws of the device suggested by the Interna-
tional Society for Rock Mechanics (ISRM) [1] for the implementation, according
to standardized manner, of the Brazilian-disc test (Fig. 2a). It is assumed that
the disc is at a state of global equilibrium (i.e. no rigid-body rotation is allowed).
Under the above assumptions the stress- and displacement-fields developed all
over the disc’s area are to be determined.
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F1a. 2. a) Elliptically perforated disc compressed between the jaws of the ISRM device
for the standardized implementation of the Brazilian-disc test, b) the configuration
of the mathematical problem.
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Considering the problem as a plane one, the configuration of the isolated disc
is shown in Fig. 2b: An elliptically perforated circular disc of radius Rp with
a stress-free central elliptical hole L is lying in the z = x + iy = re'® complex
plane. The origin of the Cartesian reference is the centre of the disc. Denote
by « and b the major and minor axes of L, respectively. The major axis « of
L is aligned along z-axis. The external loading, Pgame, forms an angle ¢, with
respect to a. Prame/w is distributed along two symmetric arcs ¢ty and tsts of
the disc’s periphery Lo, each one equal to 2Rpw,. For the time being the nature
of the distribution of Prame on the disc’s cross section is considered unknown.

Assuming that the disc’s material is homogeneous, isotropic and linearly
elastic, Kolosov’s [17] and Muskhelishvili’s [18] complex potentials method is
employed. For the solution to be achieved advantage is taken of the complex
potentials characterizing the elastic equilibrium of a circular ring compressed
between the jaws of the ISRM’s suggested device for the implementation of the
Brazilian-disc test. This solution was recently obtained [19] and it is very briefly
recapitulated in Subsec. 2.2.

It is mentioned, however, that following an alternative approach, one could
equally well take advantage of the respective intact disc’s solution [20]. The
ring’s solution was chosen in the present study just because it was proven more
convenient for the particular case since it has been obtained in series form [19]:
It is therefore relieved from logarithmic terms (appearing in the intact disc’s
solution) which in turn render the procedure for obtaining the principal parts
of analytic functions (involved during the solution) much more complicated.

2.2. The complex potentials for the circular ring under parabolic pressure [19]

A circular ring of the same dimensions as the elliptically perforated disc
(thickness w, outer radius Rp) is considered with an inner hole of radius R;. Its
cross-section lies at the z = = 4 iy = r€’® complex plane and the origin of the
Cartesian reference is taken at its centre. The ring is assumed to be subjected
to a parabolic pressure o, = —P(¢) (statically equivalent to the overall load
Prrame) along two symmetric arcs of its outer periphery Lo, each one of length
2Row,. The axis of symmetry of the externally induced load forms an angle
¢, measured in the counter clockwise direction from z-axis (Fig. 3). Both P(¢)
and w, are assumed to be given by the respective contact problem through the
expressions [15, 16]:

o . 6KPframe o Sin2 (QSO - ¢)
(2.1)  wo = Arcsiny/ “Row and P(¢) =P, [1 T e, |

where

k+1 ky+1 3T Prrame
2.2 K=—— 4+ ——— d P.=P — ,/Zf-1irame
(22) i, an e = PO =\ 558 Row
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In Egs. (2.1) and (2.2) P, is the maximum value of P(¢) attained at ¢ = ¢,.
In addition, x, £ and p, py are Muskhelishvili’s [18] constants (which are equal
to (3—4v) for plane strain and (3—v)/(1+v) for plane stress, with v denoting the
Poisson’s ratio) and shear moduli of the disc’s and jaw’s materials, respectively.

Alternatively, one can arbitrarily prescribe angle w, and thus avoid resorting
to the contact problem. In this case, instead of using Eq. (2.2)2, parameter P,
should be defined as:

2 Prrame sin? Wo

(2'3) P = P(¢)max =

Row (sin 2w, — 2w, cos 2w,)

According to Ref. [19], the complex potentials characterizing the ring’s equi-
librium are:

P. B _
(2.4) @o(z) = — {boz + ?2,23 —B_yzt

f: B4n 4n+1_B—4n ,—(4n—1) B2(2"+1)Z4n+3_B_2(2"+1)Z—(4n+l)
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3
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The complex constants Bj, B;-, which appear in Egs. (2.4) and (2.5), are
straightforwardly obtained from the respective constants b;, b;-, which were de-
termined in Ref. [19], by simply rotating the co-ordinate system adopted in
Ref. [19] through a positive angle (7/2 — ¢,). For brevity, the explicit expres-
sions of these constants are given in Appendix A.

/ / /
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3. THE STRESS- AND DISPLACEMENT-FIELDS
IN AN ELLIPTICALLY PERFORATED DISC

3.1. The complex potentials

For the transition from the ring’s configuration to that of the elliptically
perforated disc to be achieved, consider an ellipse L of major axis a and minor
axis b (where « is aligned along z-axis) at the center of the ring of Fig. 3, as it
is shown in Fig. 4a. By properly removing parts from the ring and/or adding
patches of the very same material to it (see the dashed areas in Fig. 4a), the
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Fi1a. 4. a) The transition from the ring to the elliptically perforated disc, b) the elliptically

perforated disc under an overall external force Pgame, ¢) the solution of the elastic intact

disc-jaw contact problem and d) the implication due to the asymmetric configuration of the
elliptically perforated disc.
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configuration of the elliptically perforated disc is obtained. In this case, the
solution of the elliptically perforated disc is sought in the following form:

P(2) = po(2) + p(2),
Y(2) = ¥o(2) + Yu(2),

where ¢, (2), 1,(2) represent the solution of the circular ring (Egs. (2.4) and (2.5))
while ¢, (z) and v, (z) are additional analytic functions, due to the presence of
the elliptical hole, which are to be determined.

The configuration of the elliptically perforated disc is shown in Fig. 4b. In
this figure, the set of functions of Egs. (3.1) shown are to emphatically stress
that the nature of the distribution of Ppame along the loaded arc is not a-priori
known whereas it is known that the state of elastic equilibrium is governed by
these functions. In other words, the parabolic distribution of radial pressure
obtained in Ref. [15] refers to the case of two symmetric semi-infinite circular
bodies (the disc and the jaw of the ISRM device) which come in smooth mutual
contact (Fig. 4c). Obviously, this is definitely not the case for the asymmetric
problem solved here, since the disc contains an elliptical hole the dimensions of
which are well comparable to the disc’s radius (Fig. 4d).

From the theoretical point of view, the transition from the ring to the ellipti-
cally perforated disc is realized according to the following two-steps procedure:

(3.1)

i. Firstly, the region of the ring outside L is conformally mapped onto the
region outside the unit hole v (Fig. 5) in the mathematical ¢ = &+in = pe®
complex plane (s = € denotes the point ¢ on 7) through the function:

(3.2) z=w(() = R(C+m/Q).

In Eq. (3.2) parameters R and m are defined as R = (a+b)/2 and m = (« —
b)/(a +b). In accordance with this transformation, Egs. (3.1) are re-written as:

©(€) = ¢o(C) + @« (C),
P(€) = ¥o(C) + ¥(0),

ii. As a second step the boundary L is demanded to be free from stresses. In
other words, the following boundary condition is imposed [18]:

(3.3)

s>+ m
(3.4) o(s) + )so’(s) +¢(s) =0.

s(1 — ms?

In Eq. (3.4) over-bar denotes the complex conjugate while prime indicates first
order derivative.
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F1G. 5. The conformal mapping of the elliptically perforated disc (a) to the unit circle (b).

Introducing Egs. (3.3) into Eq. (3.4) one arrives at the following equation
for the functions ¢, (¢) and 1,(¢) which were to be determined:

52 +m
(3:5)  wuls) + m%(s) + 9s(s)
R T —
= — |@o(s) + m%( 5) +1o(s) |-
f(s)

At this point Lo is considered as if it were lying at infinity and ¢, and ),
were vanishing there. In such a case MUSKHELISHVILI’S [18] formulae for the
infinite plate provide these functions as:

_ f+(s)ds
@*(C) - 27TZ S_C ’
(3.6) !
1 fi(s)ds 1+m¢?
¢*(C) - _% S_C - C C2 ¢*(C)
Y

Combining now Egs. (2.4), (2.5), (3.2), (3.5), (3.6) one obtains the functions
©+(¢) and 1, (¢). Then by taking advantage of Egs. (3.3) the functions ¢(¢) and
¥ (C) are determined as follows:
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In the above formulae ® denotes the real part. Furthermore, G5°(¢) and
G?(C) are the principal parts of analytic functions involved at the point at
infinity and at ¢ = 0, respectively. Their analytic expressions are given (in the
order they appear) for brevity in Appendix B. In the same Appendix B, the
way one should deal with Cauchy type integrals during the derivation of ¢, (()
as well as the way one can obtain G§;,_;(() are shown as an illustration.
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It is to be emphasized at this point that, although, for example

lim (Byy,) =0

Ro—o0

(recall that the Rp — oo assumption has been adopted for the Muskhelishvili’s
formulae for infinite domains to be applied), By, is assumed to maintain a finite
constant value keeping in mind that, due to the bounded character of the region
considered here, infinity is never reached. Similar conclusions are drawn for the
remaining constants Bj, B;-.

Obviously, by letting Rp — oo, both ¢, and v, tend to zero on Lo and
the solution of the elliptically perforated disc turns to coincide with that of the
ring on the disc’s periphery. Clearly, in this particular case the distribution of
Prrame along the loaded arc comprises exclusively radial pressure described by
the second of Egs. (2.1).

3.2. Some mathematical hints

It is observed from Egs. (3.7) and (3.8) that the complex potentials ¢ and
1, standing for the solution of the elliptically perforated disc, are given in terms
of the ¢ = pe'® variable (i.e. in the mathematical plane) instead of reverting
to the variable z = re’® on the real disc. The inversion of the transformation
is then implemented according to an alternative approach, i.e. by using the
modulus p and the argument 6 of variable (. This alternative is found to be very
convenient in the computational process when deriving certain numerical results
while the respective formulae are kept rather short. Indeed, taking advantage of

the ¢ = (z + V22— 4mR2>/(2R) relation (obtained by solving Eq. (3.2) for (),
p and 0, are directly determined in terms of the corresponding modulus and
argument r and ¢ of z as follows:

1
p(r,¢) = R [7’2 + /1% 4 16m2R* — 8mr2R2 cos 2¢

+2r - /14 + 16m2R* — 8mr2R2 cos 2¢

r? sin 2¢ 1/2
r2 cos 2¢ — 4mR?

1
- Ccos <<;5 —3 arctan

rsing + v/rt + 16m2R* — 8mr2R2 cos 2¢ - a*

0(r, $) = arctan ,
rcosd + v/rt+ 16m2R* — 8mr2R2 cos 2¢ - b*
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where

2 sin 2¢
r2cos2¢ — 4mR2 )’
b 1 ) 2 sin 2¢
= cos| = arctan .
2 r2 cos 2¢ — 4mR?
In the above formulae it holds that 0 < ¢ < 27 and 71 4 < r < Rp, where

(3.10) rpe= \/{a Cos [Arctan(% tan ¢>} }2 + {bsin [Arctan(% tan qb)] }2

is the radius of the elliptical hole for the particular angle ¢. In fact, it can be
proven that Eqgs. (3.9) are the parametric equations of:

a* =sin <§ arctan

i. A class of curves called ‘hippopedes’.

ii. A class of curves which are orthogonal to the above ‘hippopedes’, in the
(-plane.

In this way, instead of adopting the usual representation of the transforma-
tion (which corresponds ellipses and hyperbolas of the z-plane (Fig. 6a) to circles
and radii in the (-plane (Fig. 6b)), an alternative and more representative in-
terpretation of the transformation is chosen here, which corresponds the circles
and radii (making up the real disc in the z-plane) (Fig. 6¢) to ‘hippopedes’ and
orthogonal curves in the (-plane (Fig. 6d).

It is emphasized at this point that utmost attention should be paid when
dealing with the multi-valued arctan(x) functions, appearing in the expressions
for p and 6 (Egs. (3.9)), in order for continuity to be maintained. In this direction,
a multi-coloured auxiliary sketch is shown in Fig. 6d indicating the various
intervals of 7 and ¢ at which proper values should be ascribed to the variation
of the above arctan(x) functions to avoid possible uncertainties when applying
the respective formulae.

3.3. The stress field

The polar components of the stress field on the real disc in terms of the
variable ¢ in the mathematical plane are given by the well-known formulae [18]:

. <2 — /
o, — 10,0 = 2NP(() — ——— |w(() P (O 7
1) p = i = B() — —=s (W H(O) +/(OP(Q)
0y + 09 = ARB(C),
where
(3.12) ®(() = @'(C), w(() = ¢/(C)
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By combining Egs. (3.2), (3.7), (3.8), (3.11), (3.12) the stresses are obtained

everywhere on the disc.
In particular, the explicit formulae along z-axis (aligned along the major

axis « of the elliptical hole), which is a locus of particular importance, are
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given in Appendix C. It is emphasized that in these formulae, the variable
quantity is the arbitrary point on &-axis in the mathematical (-plane which
corresponds to the arbitrary point along z-axis on the real disc in the z-plane
through the relation { = (z + Va2 — 4mR?)/(2R). For instance, for £ in the

[1, <Ro + 4/ R% — 4mR2) / (2R)} interval one obtains the stresses along the pos-

itive z-axis in the [, Rp] interval. Symbol & in Eq. (C.2) of Appendix C denotes
the imaginary part of a complex quantity.

As a characteristic example, the stress-field components (reduced over the
amplitude of the parabolic pressure P.) within the o < x < R interval are
plotted in Fig. 7, according to the formulae of Appendix C. For the plots to
be implemented, a disc with Rp = 0.05 m, w = 0.0l m, a« = 0.5Rp, b = 0.2«
is considered. The disc is made of PMMA (elastic modulus F = 3.19 GPa and
Poisson’s ratio v = 0.36). The perforated disc is squeezed between the ISRM’s
curved jaws [1] (radius of curvature R; = 1.5Rp), which are made of steel
(elastic modulus E; = 210 GPa and Poisson’s ratio v; = 0.3). An overall load
Prrame = 20 kN is exerted on the upper jaw at an angle ¢, = 60° with respect
to the major axis of the elliptical hole (Fig. 7). Plane strain conditions were
assumed. For the specific case the solution of the respective contact problem for
the intact disc (first of Egs. (2.1)) provides a contact angle 2w, = 23.75°.

Prrmy ¢0 - 600
0.4

Ring solution sssesss
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Ell.Perf.Disc solution

02 ~
%, Elliptical
b £ 3 hole L o,
(0]
-0.2 ”
Ring’s SR _
inner hole i Outer periphery
Ly Oy Lo
—0.4/
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Fi1G. 7. The stress field components along the positive z-axis for the elliptically perforated
disc (continuous line) and the circular ring (discontinuous line) plotted in juxtaposition for
bo = 60°.
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For comparison reasons, the respective stress-field components for a ring [19],
of the same dimensions and of the same material, with an inner hole L; of radius
R; = 0.3Rp are also shown in the same Fig. 7. For both solutions, a number of
n = 20 additional terms in the respective infinite series solutions was considered.

The quantitative similarity between the graphs of the respective components
for the two configurations is clear revealing that, though based on the infinite
plate assumption, the solution of the elliptically perforated disc introduced pro-
vides very satisfactory results even in case the dimensions of the elliptical hole
are well comparable to the disc’s diameter. It is interesting to observe, however,
that some differences are detected on the outer periphery Lo of the elliptically
perforated disc, ascribed to the asymmetry of the specific configuration against
the perfectly symmetric configuration of the problem of the circular ring. This
point indicates that the boundary conditions of the elliptically perforated disc
diversify from those of the ring (as it had to be expected) as a result of its inher-
ent asymmetry and the rotation tendency inevitably induced on the disc by this
asymmetry. Due to its crucial importance, the specific issue will be discussed
thoroughly in Sec. 4.

3.4. The displacement field

Introducing Egs. (3.2), (3.7), (3.8) into Muskhelishvili’s well-known formu-
la [18]

¢'(€) = ¥(C)

(3.13) 2u(u+iv) = kp(C) —

the Cartesian components of the displacement-field components are obtained at
any point of the disc. Due to their length, the explicit formulae are given in
Appendix D. In these formulae both the horizontal and vertical components of
the displacement field have been divided into two terms: These that are equal
and these that are opposite at complex conjugate points on the disc so that
U = Ueq + Uop aNd U = Veq + Vop. Such a partition is very convenient especially
when dealing with the displacements of the elliptical hole L.

Next, some examples are given for some characteristic cases revealing vividly
the nature of deformation. In these examples, for comparison reasons, three
different configurations are considered in juxtaposition to each other:

i. An intact circular disc [21],
ii. A circular ring [19] and
iii. An elliptically perforated disc.

In all three cases discs with Rp = 0.05 m, w = 0.01 m and o« = 0.5Rp are
considered made of PMMA (FE = 3.19 GPa, v = 0.36) and pressed against the
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ISRM’s steel (E; = 210 GPa, v; = 0.3) jaws. In particular, in Fig. 8a it is
assumed that b — 0, i.e. the elliptically perforated disc tends to the cracked
disc. Moreover, for the ring configuration it is assumed that Ry = 0.1Rp. In
addition, for the displacements to be clearly distinguished in the plots, a rel-
atively high external force Ppame = 140 kKN was exerted on the discs at a di-
rection parallel to the major axis of the elliptic hole (i.e. it is assumed that
¢o = 0°). Such a value for the external load seems perhaps unrealistic from a
practical point of view, however it is well accepted from the theoretical point
of view, since all three solutions compared are based on the linear elastic-
ity assumption. Plain strain conditions were assumed for all three configura-
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F1c. 8. Initial and deformed configurations of the intact disc, the circular ring and the ellipti-

cally perforated disc for ¢, = 0° (a). The displacement-field components for ¢ = 30° (b) and

¢ = 0° (c). Enlarged view of the central region of the ring and the elliptically perforated disc
for ¢, = 0° (d).

For the as above set of numerical values, a contact angle 2w, = 65.98° is
obtained from the solution of the intact disc’s contact problem. A number of
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n = 4 additional terms in the ring’s and elliptically perforated disc’s solutions
was considered.

The undeformed state is indicated by dotted lines. The deformed outer pe-
riphery is marked by black continuous line for the solid disc, green continuous
line for the ring and multi-coloured (in accordance with Fig. 6d) line for the
elliptically perforated disc. It is seen that it is difficult even to distinguish the
deformed outer periphery of the three different configurations studied, a re-
sult supporting further the validity of the solution introduced. In Figs. 8(b,c)
the variation of the Cartesian components of the displacement along the radius
with ¢ = 30° and along x-axis (¢ = 0°) respectively, are shown, again for all
three geometries studied. Discontinuous lines correspond to the solid disc, thin
continuous lines to the ring whereas thick continuous lines correspond to the
elliptically perforated disc. Finally, in Fig. 8d, an enlarged view of the central
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Fi1G. 9. Initial and deformed configurations of the intact disc, the circular ring and the ellipti-

cally perforated disc for ¢, = 60° (a). The displacement-field components for ¢ = 30° (b) and

¢ = 0° (c). Enlarged view of the central region of the ring and the elliptically perforated disc
for ¢o = 60° (d).
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region of all three configurations is presented: The expected symmetric open-
ing of the crack (red colour indicates the upper lip) as well as the symmetric
distortion (transformation to an elliptical hole) of the ring’s inner circular hole
(green colour) are clearly seen. In addition, it is observed that the crack tip, «,
is displaced inwards (towards the centre of the disc) at a new point o of z-axis.

In order now to demonstrate the crucial role of the load axis direction, the
geometry with ¢, = 60° is studied for the same as previously set of numerical
data. The only difference is that now the minor axis of the elliptical hole b instead
of tending to zero is assumed equal to 0.1a. The results are presented in Fig. 9,
along the same line of thought as they were plotted in Fig. 8. It is seen that from
a qualitative point of view the results are more or less similar to those of Fig. 8.
The crucial (and critical) difference is that now an unnatural overlapping of the
lips of the elliptical hole is detected (Fig. 9d). Such an unnatural phenomenon
was long ago observed by PAzis et al. [9] for an infinite plate under biaxial
loading conditions. What is worthy to be mentioned, however, is that contrary
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Fi1G. 10. Initial and deformed configurations of the intact disc, the circular ring and the ellip-

tically perforated disc with a narrow hole for ¢, = 50° (a). Enlarged view of the central region

of the ring and the elliptically perforated disc for ¢, = 50°. Partial contact is realized around
the tips of the elliptical hole (b).
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to the case of the infinite plate, for which the deformed elliptical hole (either
with open or overlapped lips) is still an ellipse, in the present case the deformed
elliptical hole is transformed to a sigmoid shape showing vividly the crucial
influence of the boundaries’ finiteness on the deformation of the elliptical hole.

The width of the elliptical hole (i.e. the magnitude of b) in conjunction with
the magnitude of the externally imposed load are crucial also for the nature of
the deformation of the elliptical hole. For the same as previously set of numerical
data a narrow ellipse is now considered with b = 0.042«. In addition, an arbitrary
value for the inner ring’s hole Ry = 0.3 R is considered. Moreover, a lower value
of the external load Ppame = 50 kN is imposed resulting to a contact angle 2w, =
37.98°. The inclination of the loading axis with respect to the axis of the ellipse is
now ¢, = 50°. The deformed geometries of all three configurations under study
are plotted in Fig. 10. In the enlarged image of their central region (Fig. 10b) it
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FiG. 11. Initial and deformed configurations of the intact disc, the circular ring and the ellip-

tically perforated disc with a wide hole for ¢, = 50° (a). Enlarged view of the central region

of the ring and the elliptically perforated disc for ¢, = 50°. Partial contact is realized around
the central portion of the elliptical hole (b).
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is seen now that a partial contact is realized near the tips of the hole. Obviously,
the contact length increases gradually towards the centre of the ellipse as the load
increases further. It is very interesting to note that the above order is reversed in
case the minor semi-axis of the elliptical hole increases: Contact appears initially
at the central portion of the ellipse (expanding gradually towards the tips of the
ellipse as the load increases). This is clearly seen in Fig. 11 where the same
configurations with those of Fig. 10 are considered, but now the minor axis b
of the elliptical hole attains a higher value equal to 0.18a while the load Prame
imposed is equal to 220 kN.

4. DISCUSSION

Among the most controversial topics related to the practical applications of
the configurations considered in the present work (cracked disc, circular ring,
intact disc, and elliptically perforated disc) is to definitely (and accurately)
describe the boundary conditions along the contact arcs.

While in existing contributions, both early [22] and relatively recent [20], the
load has been assumed as uniformly distributed along a “small” contact arc of
arbitrary length, indications existed (dated back to TIMOSHENKO around 1910
[23]) that the load is distributed according to a much more complicated law.
Particularly, in case of perfect symmetry (intact circular disc or ring with a rel-
atively small inner hole), and in the absence of friction, the exact law describing
the radial pressure at any arbitrary point 7 of the contact arc is [15, 18, 23]:

P(r) = eV~ 72,

~ 3RoK

where Ro is the radius of the disc, K is given by Eq. (2.2); and 2¢ ~ 2Row, is
the length of the contact arc.

It is evident that in case the configuration ceases being symmetric (cracked
disc, disc with elliptical hole) while the domains considered are still of finite
dimensions, the as above distribution will be somehow distorted. The analytic
character of the present solution offers in that case the means for quantifying this
quite reasonable distortion (this has already been done, implicitly, in Subsec. 3.3
and 3.4, when comparing the boundary values of stresses and displacements on
Lo due to the solution of the elliptically perforated disc in conjunction to the
respective ones due to the ring’s and the intact disc’s configurations).

In this context one should begin from the general solution ¢ = @, + @,
1 = 1o+ 1), of the elliptically perforated disc (recall, that this solution has been
obtained by assuming that if Lo were lying infinity, ¢, ¥. would vanish there).
Let now this region be transformed into the finite circular ring (Fig. 12a). It can
be easily shown that the solution of the elliptically perforated disc, though based
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F1c. 12. Quantifying the inevitable distortion of the stress field due to the inherent geomet-

ric asymmetry of the configuration considered: Transformation of the elliptically perforated

disc (a) to the ring (b) and the case of the elliptically perforated disc with a relatively big
elliptical hole (c).

on the infinite plate formulae, provides with a unique accuracy the solution (for
both stresses and displacements) of the finite ring under parabolic pressure [19]
(Fig. 12b). It is thus seen that in this symmetric case the solution of the ellipti-
cally perforated disc provides sound boundary conditions along the loaded arc,
indicating that indeed a single parabolic pressure does ensure global equilibrium
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of the region considered. This fact, apart from being an additional evidence for
the validity of the solution introduced here, implies also a conceivable connec-
tion between the solution of an infinite region and a finite one, at least in the
case of configurations symmetric regarding both geometry and loading.

As a second step, the general asymmetric case is considered, i.e. that of the
finite, elliptically perforated disc under an external loading forming an arbitrary
angle ¢, with its major axis. Notice that in this case the present solution an-
ticipates, by assumption, that when Lo lies at infinity or, what is equivalent,
when the hole is very small, the influence of the latter on the former vanishes
so that again a single parabolic pressure along the contact arc ensures global
equilibrium describing, again, adequately the boundary conditions.

As a last step, let the dimensions of the elliptical hole be well comparable to
the disc’s radius so that ., ¥, will appear also in the solution of the problem
near the outer periphery Lo (Fig. 12c). For such a configuration, the polar
stresses along Lo of the elliptically perforated disc are plotted in Fig. 13a, for
Ro =0.05m, w = 0.0l m, a = 0.5Rp, b = 0.1a, Prame = 50 kN at ¢, = 30°
and plane strain conditions, resulting to a contact angle 2w, = 37.98°. The
number n of additional terms taken into account was equal to 50. Notice that
these boundary stresses (the radial and the shear ones) are plotted out of a scale
in Fig. 13b together with the undeformed (discontinuous line) and the deformed
(continuous line) configurations of the elliptically perforated disc. As it is seen
from these figures, a parabolic pressure alone acting along the loaded rims is
not sufficient to maintain the global equilibrium of the disc contrary to the case
when Lo lies at infinity, or equivalently when the elliptical hole is very small
compared to the disc’s radius. As Lo “comes” from infinity, or in other words as
« becomes bigger and bigger, the influence of the crack on the outer periphery
(and vice versa) is getting more and more intensive. As it is clearly seen, even
the radial pressure along the contact arc is not exactly parabolic anymore; there
is a slight but clear asymmetry in its variation: Notice for instance the difference
between the altitudes of o, at the end points ¢; of the loaded arcs in Fig. 13a.

What is more (and apart from some convergence issues involved in solutions
given in infinite series form), it is seen that additional normal and shear stresses
are required all along Lo to suffice the global equilibrium of the disc. Although
their magnitude is small, compared to the radial pressure, they can by no means
be ignored. This observation is in excellent agreement with the results of a recent
study on the centrally cracked circular disc [10, 11]. In that study it was shown,
that in the most general case (i.e. the external load is inclined with respect to
the crack axis by an angle ¢, different from 0° or 90°) then, due to the rotation
of the crack, the disc tends to rotate as a rigid body unless additional tangential
frictional stresses are imposed along the loaded arcs (apart from the distribution
of radial pressure).



STRESSES AND DISPLACEMENTS IN AN ELLIPTICALLY... 153

a)

| FEs===== Fomm———- | iy | -t re—————— rE===== i bl T ‘240
I AN A
: : : ¥ L : N
SRS N | N S
E i : E E E : T
I 1l I Il i i | =
S - S, o 3 A =
: : : : -
: : : : 2
: i : E s
P P A S 3 5
i E by O E 2
-
360 305 270 215

Angle ¢ [deg]

b)
y
Oy \
o, 3
¥

t -~ d
| —
! i T
v &M e !

\_\\ “‘ ,)\ —

Ko

s N \\

-~

ty ¢
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rated disc (a) and the boundary stresses (radial and shear), plotted out of a scale, together

with the undeformed (discontinuous line) and deformed (continuous line) configurations of the
elliptically perforated disc (b).

All this evidence supports the conclusion that for the solution for the ellip-
tically perforated disc (as well as that for the cracked disc) to be meaningful
a mere radial pressure is not enough and additional stresses are required along
the contact arc.
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Fortunately, for the particular case of full symmetry, i.e. for ¢, = 0°, which
is the most interesting one for the engineering community (recall that it pro-
vides experimentally the value of fracture toughness, K¢), the infinite plate
assumption is accurate (in the strict mathematical sense) for the finite ellipti-
cally perforated disc: A parabolic distribution of radial pressure alone ensures
global equilibrium of the disc (Fig. 14a). This is evident also from Fig. 14b,
in which the stresses along z-axis in the elliptically perforated disc and in the
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F1G. 14. The case of complete geometric symmetry (¢, = 0°) (a). The stress field components
along the positive z-axis for the elliptically perforated disc (continuous line) and the circular
ring (discontinuous line) plotted in juxtaposition for ¢, = 0°.
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circular ring are plotted in juxtaposition to each other (for the same data used
in Subsec. 3.3 for ¢, = 0°). Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude that the
values of the Stress Intensity Factor which can be determined using the present
solution (by moving along the x-axis towards the elliptical crack’s tip) are very
close to the exact ones and can be safely used in praxis for the determination
of Fracture Toughness.

5. CONCLUSIONS

An analytic procedure was proposed providing full-field, closed expressions
for the stress- and displacement-fields in an elliptically perforated disc under
distributed loads along two finite arcs of its periphery. The main advantage of
the procedure introduced is that by proper choice of the /b ratio (i.e. the ratio
of the major-over-minor semi-axes of the ellipse) one obtains the solution for
a series of configurations widely used in engineering praxis. More specifically
considering that o, b — 0 one obtains the respective stress- and displacement
fields for an intact disc, i.e. for the familiar Brazilian-disc test. By considering
b — a # 0, the solution for the circular ring is obtained, i.e. for the familiar
ring test. Finally, by assuming that o # 0 and b — 0 one arrives at the solution
for the cracked circular disc which corresponds to the widely used test for the
determination of Fracture Toughness of brittle materials.

The solution introduced is based on the adoption of more realistic description
of the boundary conditions prevailing along the disc-jaw interface. These con-
ditions approach closer the actual ones in case the disc is compressed between
the jaws of the ISRM device for the standardized Brazilian-disc test. Therefore,
there is no need for one to resort to arbitrary assumptions about the contact
length and the kind of the distribution of the external load. Moreover, the formu-
lae introduced are full-field, providing stresses and displacements everywhere on
the disc and not only along some specific loci. Finally, the expressions obtained
are of closed form and they are relatively easily programmable eliminating the
need to resort to tabulated values.

The study revealed a potential connection between infinite and finite regions
which has to be further investigated. Moreover, it was shown that the general
asymmetric configuration of the problem leads to asymmetric deformation. It
was thus definitely indicated that additional stresses are required along the
loaded arcs, apart from a radial pressure distribution, for global equilibrium
to be maintained. The latter is in complete agreement with the conclusions
of an on-going research project concerning the rotation tendency of a cracked
disc. It would be very interesting as a next step, to correlate the as above
mentioned additional stresses with the frictional ones required to maintain global
equilibrium and complete the problem of the circular disc with the elliptical hole
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or the crack by accurately describing the complete set of boundary conditions
as well as their influence on its periphery.

APPENDIX A. THE COEFFICIENTS OF THE SERIES EXPANSIONS

oF Eq@s. (2.4), (2.5).
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APPENDIX B. A) THE PRINCIPAL PARTS, I.E. PARTS OF THE FOLLOWING
FUNCTIONS IN BRACKETS THAT SPAWN POLES AT THE POINT
AT INFINITY AND AT ¢ = 0, ENTERING IN EQs. (3.7), (3.8)
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< kI (4n +3 — k)]
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GY (¢):=P.P 1 +m( " = 2"2_:1 ﬂmkcﬂk—%ﬂ-l
T e \(¢ T & Kl (4n — k)]

2n
0y (4n)! kL 2h=2m) -1
k! (4n — k)! ’

1 204120 220 4 1))!
0 — . _ k ~2(k—2n)—1
Gaentny (¢) =PI (g * mC) kzzo RRent) /S

2n+1
[2(2n+ 1)) k41 ,-2(k—2n)—3
DRI TR T !

1 4n+3 2n+1 An 43 | .
Glpis (Q) := P.P. (— +mC> =y = ( ) k)!mk<2(k 20)-3,
0

G .— P m " _ = (4n)' k~2(2n—k)—1
in ()= (oo (“ ?) - z_:o K (dn— k) ¢

2n
+ Z (4n)! mk+1<2(2n—k)+1
k! (4n — k)! ’

m\ 2@t 20 [2(2n + 1)]! k ~2(2n—k)+1
<<+?> :k:ok![2(2n+1)_k]!m ‘

2n+1
[2(2n+ D)) k41 -2(2n—k)+3
+kZ:0k:![2(2n+1)—k]!m ¢

)
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B) DEALING WITH CAUCHY TYPE INTEGRALS WHILE OBTAINING ¢ ((), ¥.(C)

1 fuls)ds
2mi 5 —
gl

%/Zém—i—lR (S+?> s—C
y n=1

m\ 4n+1
The quantity (8 + —>
s

To obtain

(first of Egs. (3.6)) one has to deal with the integral

appearing in this integral is the boundary value of
In+1

the function <C + % on «. This function is holomorphic outside + and
has a pole at infinity denoted by G5, ;(¢). Then, based on properties of Cauchy

type integrals, we find

2m'/zl4n+1R (S+s> s—¢C
vy ™=
B [e%s) B4n s m dn+1 -
—n§:1 4n_|_1R ¢+ C + Gt (O |-

C) THE DERIVATION OF THE EXPRESSION FOR G%5_ ()

To derive the analytic expression for

m 4n+1
G0 = (c+2)

(the first formula of Appendix B(a)) use is made of the formula (a + b)’ =
¢ 0! 0!

kZ::O maz_kbk (obtained by the factorial function m or by Pascal’s

Triangle). Thus, substituting a = ¢, b = m/{ and ¢ = 4n + 1, and by keeping

only that part of the expansion which provides poles at infinity, one obtains

An+1 2n
o0 . m _ (4n +1)! k ~2(2n—k)+1

k=0

that is the first formula of Appendix B(a) which had to be derived.
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APPENDIX C. THE CARTESIAN COMPONENTS OF THE STRESS FIELD ALONG
T-AXIS ALIGNED TO THE MAJOR AXIS o OF THE ELLIPTICAL HOLE

T S YA

Ty T &2 — '3

bo+RB,+R2R [(14+2m?) B B}
0ot gf mAOBaAmBY] | e n v €)1 by
N 1 dGy . dGY, RBj, dGY,4,
F YR R, (g T O - T (©)) - o g

n=1

/e

1 dG dGY RB, dGY
2 Ant3 (2nt1) _ 2(2n+1) @ angs
+B (3%3 2(2nH) <4n+3 d¢ (©)- dc in+3  dC (€)

)
|

2 2 _ _
i (525 ) {3§RBO+R2§RB2[ <6m§4 Sm _ bm g;3'33—12> +4(1 + 3m?)
m2—3m 2m-—5 4(1+3m?)R%B
4 2 !/
ey (-2 ¢ m<33+—2m§ %) - 3me?) + 2R -3 )

+2(2+m) [(1—m)?by +R*(2m+2m* —2m* —1)RBy+ (m—1) (RBy+mR*RBY)|
+ [m(1—2m) —mé* + (1 - 2m + 3m?) €]

oo

. ZR4n |:§RB4n < 1 dGZ?L-l—l (6) _ dGEl]n (£)> §):EB4n dG4n+1 (6)

— dn+1 d¢ d¢ dn+1
0
2 1 dGs _dG2(2n+1) B RBjon11) dG4n+3
+R <§RBz(2n+1) <4n+3 ac (©) ac (&) in 13

+ [m(l = m)¢ — (1 - m?)& + (1 - m)¢’]

. .- 4n 1 d2GZ$L+1 _ d2ng o §RB4N d2G2”+1
> [mm ( T O - O ) - @)
~ 20 / 20
) 1 Gy Gy o) B RByon) d*Glis
o (3%32(2"“) <4n+3 @ e 9 gy ae @

> dG° 1 dGY RB,  dG
+ (m _ 52)2 R4n |:§RB n( 4an (6)_ dn+1 (5)) + 4n dn+1 (5)
Z::l i\ Tac An+1 dC An+1 dC

dG3; 1 dGY RB, dGe
2 2(2nt) oy Ant3 2(2ntl) Prani3
R <§RB2(2n+1)< dc €3] in+3 dl (f)) + in13 dc |l ¢
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P, 2

(& —m)?
6m? —8m  6m — 13.33
— R’SBy [m ( e 12> +4(1+ 3m2)}
2m? — 3 2m — 5

—R2%B§< o —|—6m—4>

3 3

4(1 HR’B

+£—”;%[ ( +3”; AL 2+B{]+2mRzB§}

4 2 2B/
+ R*3B) <56 - 5”;5 ) +$ (Bg + LJ; 2) (€* — 3me?)

+ 2R*IB; (80 — mg* — 3m2¢? —m?)
+2(62 +m)S [R*(1 + 2m?) By + B) + mR*BY]

+ [m(1 = 2m) —m&* + (1 — 2m + 3m*)¢?]

0 00 0 o~/ 0
.ZRﬂm [%B4n < 1 dGE (€) + dGyy, (§)> + SBl, dGni ©)

Z n+1 dC dc n+1 d

+R? (‘332(2%1) <d03((12<n+1) ©)+ 4n1+ 3dG§§+g (€)>+ 4:?: 5 dG4n+3 >]

+ [m(1 —m)é = (1 —m*)E + (1 —m)e’]

;RM [“B‘*" (4 1+ 1 ‘ ;;EEL—H (©)+ digg" (£)> 4ZBfn1 d2§23+1 (€)

e >]
+ (m — &%) iR‘*" [%B4n (dfg‘ (&) + 4n1+ - dG4”+1

n=1

2 [ o
T iC € +R <\SB2(2n+1)< dC (&) + 4n+3

i SB,(2n+1 dG4n+3
In+3

SBln G541 ng(()2n+l) dG4n 13 )
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APPENDIX D. THE EXPLICIT FORMULAE OF THE DISPLACEMENT FIELD

P.R
(1)l 0) = o0 { [@R [(bo-+ mE2Ba)p

—[mbo+Bj + R* [(1+ 2m*) By + mBy| ] /p| cos
+ R*R [(p*/3—m/p®) Bo— B4/ (3p®)] cos 30

= RGT RB,,RGY
4n 4dn+1 _ 0 _ 4n 4n+1

+ nz::l R [%B“" ( An+1 %G‘*") 4n +1
+R*( RB RCns _ RGO _ BB at) Rt p (p* cos §—m? cos 30)
2\ U+ 3 2(2nt) 4n+3 prt+m2—2mp? cos 20

- R [bo +mR*By + [R*Bap® + [mbo + Bjy + R? [(1 + 2m*) By + mBy|] /p*] cos 26
p%(p* — mcos 26)

p* 4+ m? — 2mp? cos 20
— 2[(14+m?)(bo+2mR*Ba)+m(B)+mR>B})] /p] cos §— R* (8mBs/3+ B}) cos 50 / p°

+[R*B}p*/3—[R? [AB2(1+3m?) /3+2mBj] + By / p*| cos 30]+p [[p* (1 —m) — p®+m] cos 6

+ R%*(3mBy + Bb) cos 49/p4} — R [[(36 + 2mRzB§/3) 14

—mz(l—pQ)cos39}/(p4—|—m2—2mp2cos29)-iR4” RBy %ngn— ! %dGZ%H
2 \TaC dnt1 . dC

%BQ ng +1 2 ng(2n+1) 1 dGZO+3 8%Bé(2n+1) ng +3
n n B _ n n
Tt ac T (BB \ R s T I s e

> RGY RB, NG
+ ZR4n |:%B4n ( 4An+1 _ %GZ%) _ 4n 4n+1

P 4n + 1 4n + 1
RGY PBa(an 1) RET:
2 An+3 o0 2@nt1) " Tants
+ R (%Bz(2n+1) (T—H’) - 8%GZ(%H)) B dn+3

p(ptsin 6 + m? sin 30)
p* +m?2 — 2mp? cos 20

R [[mbo + By + R* [(1 + 2m®) By + mBj]] sin 26/ p* — R* By p®

mp? sin 20

+ R*(3mB; + BY) sindf /p*] — TTmE " amo® cos T [[(By +2mR*B}/3) p

+2 [(1 4 m?)(bo + 2mR*By) + m(B{, + mR*B})| /p] sin 6+R? (8mBs/3 + Bj) sin56 / p°
+ [R*Byp® /3 + [R? [4B2(1 + 3m?) /3 4+ 2mBj] + B} /p°] sin 36
+p [[p4(1 +m) —p* — m| sin6 + m2(1 - p?) sin39}/(p4 +m? — 2mp? cos 26)
= dGY 1 __dGY RBY, . dGY
. 4n o an o 4n+1 An ox 4n+1
;R [%B‘*" <°" . dn+1° dC ) n+1° dC

e 1 _dGy RB, e
R [ »B o~ 2(2n+1) o~ An+3 2(2n+1) ~ 4n+3
+ < 2(2n+1) <°“ dc i3> d | T Tamts O dc ’
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R [[36 + R? [(1 + 2m2) By + mBé”/p — mRQBQp} sin 0

P.R
(D.2)  uep (p,0) = R{’f

: S pin SGin
— R*S [(p*)3 —m/p®) B, — By /(3p")] sin30 — > R [%BM <ﬁ + %G2n>

n=1
SBQHSngJﬂ 2 %GZ%JH% 0 %B;(QnJrl)%ngJrS
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p (p* sin 6+m? sin 30)
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p* +m? — 2mp? cos 20
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Z rin (55, G905 1 (dGE | 8B, (dGh.
& Tyl dc dn+1° dC

dGgY 1 dG>® 3B dGY
RQ 3B o~ 2(2n+1) o~ An+3 2(2n+1) ~ An+3
+ <J 20n+1) <J i mnt3> dc )T Tants O

S [(By +2mR*B} /3) psing

—R? (3mBa+BYj) cos 46 /p*] +

> 3GY B, SGE
R4n SB n An+1 G 4n 4An+1
2 {J“ (4n+1+°"4" BT

n=1

3GY
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P (p4 cos — m? cos 36‘) S [[R2B2p2
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p* +m?2 — 2mp? cos 260

+ [Bo+R? [(1+2m?) Ba+mBy]] /p?] sin 20+ R? (3mBa+ B3) sin 40 /']

9 .
St m”;”ﬂ_ 821:1372 cos 293 [[(B)+ 2mR2B§/3)pCOSH + [R2B§p3/3
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S [mR*Bap — [B) + R* [(1 + 2m?) Ba + mBj]] /p] cosf
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